of Tradition" etc. mainly serves to point out the need for a multi-disciplinary approach, as almost all the problems and paradoxes discussed have-among others-social, theological, and historical aspects. In that sense, while the papers are tentatively grouped in 'sets' (a key term in the following discussion), one of the challenges of this 'Introduction' (and then for the reader) will be to trace the fundamental interrelations between the themes and questions addressed.
Diverse as the contributions in this volume are, they all center on two issues: the perception, or rather, definition of Orthodox Tradition, and (consequently) a method for framing questions relating to tradition.4 In this 'Introduction' I will try to identify some of the paradoxes in the Orthodox conception of Tradition in order to elucidate the need for a methodological approach to tradition.
One way to characterize the paradox of (Russian) Orthodoxy is to point to the fact that, on the one hand, like any living tradition the contemporary ROC is continually changing and evolving, and incorporates a remarkable diversity of positions and levels, for example, from extreme "left" to extreme "right", from highly academic to poorly educated etc. As an institution the ROC also develops new normative teachings (cf. Freedom and Rights, 2008) . Furthermore, new religious practices and phenomena are authorized as belonging to Orthodox Tradition, and those interrupted during the Soviet regime have been "re-invented". For Orthodoxy in general, and for the ROC in particular, these dynamics call for a rethinking of the concept of Tradition. For-on the other hand-each of the continually developing factions of the ROC, including those producing new norms, claims to relate to Orthodoxy and Orthodox Tradition, which the Orthodox perceive and present as the most "unchangeable" and normative Christian confession. This perception of Tradition as all-embracing, changeable and unchangeble at the same time is summarized in the words of a prominent Orthodox scholar:
We Orthodox think of Orthodoxy as the 'Church of Holy Tradition' , steadfastly guarding 'the faith once delivered to the saints' (Jude 3), 'neither deleting anything nor adding anything' , as the fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council (787) affirmed. Yet at the same time we recognize that this unchanging Tradition has to be combined with personal experience, and needs to be rethought and relived in each new generation.
